
Newborn Foal Screening Protocol

Newborn Foal

Clinical exam normal, 
no other abnormalities 

SAA between
0-100 µg/ml1

Possible early intervention; 
prophylactic antimicrobials and/
or plasma should be considered

if exam, CBC or IgG are abnormal

Repeat Stablelab every 
12-24 hours

SAA
>100 µg/ml

SAA
Decreasing

SAA 
Increasing 

SAA
0 µg/ml

Run Stablelab SAA test 
as part of your newborn foal exam

Dummy foal, pre-mature foal or 
other abnormal clinical findings

Run Stablelab SAA test
Immediately 

SAA
<100 µg/ml

Likely non-infection, however, 
prophylactic antimicrobials and/
or plasma should be considered

if exam, CBC or IgG are abnormal

Repeat Stablelab every
12 - 24 hours  

SAA
>100 µg/ml

SAA Decreas-
ing

<30 µg/ml

SAA Increasing
>30 µg/ml

The ranges and information presented are provided for general 
user understanding only and do not constitute veterinary advice. 

Be sure to follow us @ZoetisEquine
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Why should I run Stablelab in addition to 
IgG? 
IgG is a measure of maternal antibody transfer 
in the foal’s blood that has been absorbed from 
the mare’s colostrum, that is all the foal has to 
fight infection until they start to produce their 
own antibodies at 3-4 months. IgG does not 
correlate with protection or health of the foal. 
Serum Amyloid A is a biomarker that measures 
possible systemic infection and does correlate 
with health. If SAA is elevated diagnosis and 
treatment is critical to get on top of quickly.

Does colostrum affect SAA?
We don’t know if there is an effect of colostrum 
on SAA. More research is necessary; however, 
if there is concern, repeat Stablelab SAA test in 
12-24 hours.

Does IV plasma affect SAA?
Yes, administration of plasma to foals has been 
shown to transiently increase SAA.2 This makes 
sense as vaccination can cause a spike of SAA3 
and plasma is harvested from hypervaccinated 
horses. 

Should I re-test a healthy newborn?
Stablelab gives real time results. Routine 
testing in early stages of life may be advisable, 
especially in high-risk geographies or at farms 
where diseases are endemic.4,5
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